Guidelines for Fingerspelling
Goal: Clear and fluent fingerspelling

EXPRESSIVE

Hand Position
· Keep elbow at side and hold hand in a relaxed position near your dominant shoulder (hand that you write with). Your hand should be near your face and slightly lower than your chin so that the person(s) watching you can see your hand and face at the same time.

· Your palm should face outwards (away from you) except when a letter (g, h, j, p, or q) requires a different position.

Movement
· Don’t bounce your hand. Hold it in place near your face and lower than your chin.

· When spelling double letters (such as “hello”) it is ok to “slide” the second letter away from the body.

· The letters should flow together smoothly. You are spelling a word, not spelling letters.

Clarity
· Make letters precise and clear.

· There is no “space” between words. Simply pause slightly (briefly) on the last letter of a word before starting the next word.

· Do not mouth the letters.

Speed
· Speed is not important for beginning students.

· Do not sacrifice clarity for speed. It is better to be slow and clear, than fast and confusing.

RECEPTIVE
1. Watch the signer’s face, not their hand.

2. Try to visualize the word instead of letter by letter. Read “phonetically.”

3. When the signer slows down on a particular word, it means more emphasis is placed on it. Also, if the signer looks at the hand while fingerspelling, that also means more emphasis on that word.

4. Vowels are often “dropped” because they are closed handshapes (easy to skip over).

5. The context what is being signed can help you to catch the word being spelled.
